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but hath not found It : the cauſe why ſhewe KR Ohadrndes' if 
to it maniteſted, wherein 1s ſomething ſhewedalſo; of the*\ 
emptineſſe , and unfoundnefle of all proteſfion, without |/ 
the light of Chriſt, co be the guide. F 
Alſo an informarton co all thc honeſt-hearred who deſires ro know the | || 
rruth inthe {implicity of ir concerning us, the people of che moſt high |); | 
who is by the world called Quakers : where all people is warned", | 


nor to paſſ= their Judgement upon us, only by the reports of ſuch as"\; 


- 


know not God : wherein they are councelled our of love ro their ſoules |. if 
to wait with patience; aud to mind the teſtimony of Gods wicneſle, j | 
that they may be preſerved from lifring their hand againſt the Lord, 4 | 
and his work. may 

Written in love to the fcatter:d people in 4m-rica : and is to be ſent to all the i}. 
Iſlands belonging to it, that all may be warned, and left withour excuſe, By al ($4 
one who am a witnefi- wha: the Lord hath done for his people z and hath ob- $1! 
reincd with him among the ceft of the faithfull, whom he hath gathered into his" iF 
fold of reſt; where they arethroughly fatizfied; and lies downin peace and reſts)! |} 
"I 
Ome oh all yce wearyed foules, who hath travailed Tong, and hath waited} 
| long fordeliverance: now is the everlaſting light broken forth 3 and de- |. * || 
liverance is proclaimed by it untoall thathave mourcedin thegime of Zions! 1} 
defoJation,and hath wairzd for her deliverance outof Captivics, and bone! if 

dage to be let free. Unto you the Lordis uttering of his voice, to the cauſing the; |! 
dead to heare; thatyee way underftand the way of life, and falvation ; whichi' | 
unto you is held forth in the Tighc of eternall lite, unto all that (ſhall receives 

it,and beleive in it, and be turned to it , whereby you will be turned from under; 

Satans power (whici hath caaſed your {oules to mourn) into the power of God g! j | 
and will feele redemption wrought by it, and deliverance to be brought to the ſeed}; "Fd 
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of God, which hath Jong been kept in bondage; and been captivated, and hatly' | 
groaned for dejiverance; but tound ir not, while your minds was alienated, ang | 
efranged from the pure Principle of God in you, and fo from the life of Chrigy! | | 
and rangers toit, For all are ftrangers to the life of Chriſt, until] chey be tarnes; F | | 
, & Cy./4 
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| C2] | 
Wl co his light which ſhines ia them : - whereby wh: 4 are turned from the darkneffe, 
fl and from under the power of it, into his pawer who hath enlightened them, who 
is the life, which was given co Þec the light of men {which the darkneffe could not 
comprenend) :hat wanſo: ver [nul i belecye in him, ſhould no: abide in darkneſſc 
but{hould have ihe&lighr of Tifs; and ſob. tranflaced from death to life ; that in 
his lite Wit» hath entightened chem they might be pertakers of Gods love, who 
hath loved then, 22d called them out of darkneflſe into his light ; that in his light 
\they m2y Knew his power; that by it, they may be quickened, and made alive un- 
[ro him 5 whereby the way cf life will de known,and lived in, which-is not known 
by thoſe thar hatces the light who arc enemies to it, and doth not beleeve in it, and 
WY fo come (hort of che life Cwhich ſhould f(atisfie chem) and- remains in the death, 
Kh and the power of itguides them that doth not obey the light, but obeys uncighte- 
4 4 ouſneſſe, and yields their members ſervants unto ic, and ſo is free from righteouſ- 
"BI neffe, becauſe chey beleeve not in Chriſt (who hath enlightened them) who is Gods 
BJ righteouſnefſe, in whom God is well pleaſed, and in whom his Children finds ac- 
FF ceptance with him, and is well plealing to him in obedience to his lights in which 
Ky they come to receive his mind, and will, and knows his ſecrets revealed in them 
v1 and ſo knows his voice; and follows ir, in the way where they find palture, and 
Wl! fecding ; and ſois fatizficd, and lies down in peace with him 3 and knows thereft= 
FI ing place, which all they are ignorant of, that denies his light by which they are 
|: enlightened ; and the Teadings of it, which ſhould lead, them out of the way of 
E| $1; death, and deftruRion, which all chey are going on in that doth not beleive in the 
MT} Hghr, which is the way to God, and is the truth, and the life 3 in whom ſalvati- 
1 on is only to be ſoyght for, and found, and in no other but in him 3 that bath en- 
{['V! Tightened you with his true light. So all you that hath long profeſſed God,and hath 
|! fought after peace with him, but hath not found ir; here is theground, becauſe you 
1]/ have not ſought ic in the light; and ſo have not known the power which ſhould 
1* havereconciled you unto God, that ſo the enmity hath lodged in your hearts ; and 
|{che partition wall hath becn tending untirown down, which kept you at a diſtance 
from God ; which muſt be {lain ; and thrown down ; before peace with God be 
I] known, and witnefled ; which never any comes to fee Jain, or thrown down ; but 
I] thoſe that cones tothe light, and reccives it, andbeleivs init; and ſo receives the 
Bi power which ſliys the enmity ; and breaks down the partition wall: for to as many 
Af as did receive him, power was given to become the Sons of God, in which power 
Jij zbey had victory,and were redeemed to God by it,out of the iniquity,and out of the 
i fin : whcre peace with God comes to be witneſſed inthe light,ard power of God, 
34, which hath diſcovercd it;and thrown it down,and here Chriſt comes to be pat on, 
| &the true faith known,and the increaſe of itzand the old man with his deeds, comes 
| Kere to be put off, and crucified;and the new man known,which is after Gods Image, 
#*| and comes to be renewed according to the will of God, and here comes the image 
(1 of the heavenly to be known and born ; the wiſedome which is from above 
> | receive 
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3] |. | 
reccived : which is firft pure, then peaceable, gentle, and cafie to be intreated : 
which all they who are making a profeſſion of God, and the Scriptures in their 1 \'& 
carthly wifedom (and the enmity ftanding in their minds )that wiſedome which is 1! 1 
from abovc they are ignoranc of, for the wiſedome which is from aboye comes ! il 
only to be known inthe light: tor Chriſt who js the light is the wiſedom of God,% R [f 
the power of Gud.So all they who mike a profeſſion of God and yer diſobeys the 1 W 
light which Chriſt hath enligbened them witha!l:their wiſedom is carthly,ſenſuall, #: 
and divellith : and all who be in this wiſcdom they are below the knowledge of | | Wi 
God, and (9 inthis-wiſcdome is it that men put light for darkneſs, and darkneſs #0 j 
for light; and fo isnor fitto judge of the things of God ; for the things of God is ||| | 
fooliſhneſs to that witedome which is from below ; and God will contound it,and F W | 
all them thar be in ir, chat ſers themſelves againſt his appearancc, which is in,'! || 
JIighc ;z in which light the chings of Ged comes onely to be ſeen and known in 
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for the naturall man doth not perceive them, neicher can ſce into them. So all}. | |} 
you that are ſpeaking of the things of God, and are profeſſing the Saints. word ': I 


| 


which was given forth by the cternall ſpirit which dwells in them, and did ies | 


it] 
che things of God unto them : Now you that profeſs their words, and yet denies: } | 
the light that Chriſt hath enlightned you withal!, and calls it naturall (and fo ex-i|\ j} 
cludes your felves from having any thing in you which is eternall of God) yow|.''/ 
arc wholly blind in the things of God. Forany whoever comes to know any thing! 
of God, as concerning the ſalvation of their ſoules ; they muſt know it by the! | |; 
light in them z for God is only lighr, and in him is no darkneffe at all; and fe! |; 
the darkncfſe rhat cannot reycalc him, nor comprehend him, who is light ic ſelfe,!' ' 
who hath immortallicy, and dwells in the light, and only reveales himſelfe:to his' | 
Creatures in the ligh:; chat ſo they in his light may know what concernes thegood: 
of their ſoules ; and asthey ace Kept in ir, they are kept in unity with him, who ig! | |! 
tha Authour of it. And ſo as the Saints walked in the light 3 they had unity avs 
God (whois light) and one with another; andin it knew the waſhing, and cleanſe! |. 
ing, by the blood of Jeſus, from all unrightcouſneſſe, And 2all they char deny the! 
light, deny thar which ſhould wath chem and cleanſe them; and ſo tramples under} || 
foot the blood of the Covenant, and counts itan unholy thing; and ſo neglect! ik 
that which is ordained of God to be the ſalvation of their ſoules; and defpiſes thei 
day of their vificationz and flights it z and ſo rcmaines in darknefle, and knows MW 
not what way they go, becauſe darkneſshach blinded their eye, with which they; i 
ſbould fee rhe way of ſalvarion 3 and their eye being blinded, then hey ſtumble} ' og 
and ſo erres from the way of God ; and ſtumbles at Chriſt the cheife corner tone: 
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who is a tuinbling Rone, and rock of offence unto thoſe that doth not beleeve in 
him ; but cexe- pleaſure in unrighceouſneſſe, But who loves his light, and walkes 
in it; the occafion of Rtum>iing comes to be taken away : tor all Rambling that 
13 in the nigh: in che dr 34l} , from the light : and fo all who ſtumbles, it is þes 
Gzuſe they beleivenoc 31 the ight which Chriſt hath enlightened them withall ; 
and fo the light is their cond mnation, becauſe they doe not beleeve in it,bur loves 
theircvill dzed $3 which the ligit (if they were obcdient unto) would lead our 
of; and fo lead ut of condemnation : for this is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the Warld, bu: men love darkneffe rather then light, becauſe their deeds 
are evill; and will not bring their deeds corhe light, becauſe che light will reprove 
MW chem. And fo he:*s the ground, why ſo many,borh teachers,and peopleghates the light, 
Band ſpeakcs eviil of it;becauſe they love, their evill deeds: but all chat love the light 
{brings their dexds co i:3 whereby they are manifeſt that they are wrought in God, 
"Wand is juftificd by his lighr, which hath led our of the Tove of the evi)l deeds. So 
} Fall you that are breathing after peace, and fellowſhip with God, and hath longed 
{ £4 for it, bur hach not found. it, conve to the light, and this will let youfſce what hath 
if kept you from it; for this for your fakes is written, that you may underſtand 

4 BJ where the way of life and peace _ is to be found 3 and that you may be broughe 
[#00 irs where you will ſce the emptineffe, and unſoundneſſe, and unprotitableneſle 
of alt char profeſſion which is withont the light; and of all thoſe performances 
[| Þxwhich is ated, bur not led into by the light, which is the Principle of God. So 
{1 Beverany comes to findſcrue peace, neither in performing, nor in not performing, 
Burt thoſe that are led into the obedience of what they doe, by che principle which 
is of God; for this orders cheir ſervice, a:d worſhip, unto kim aright: and is ac- 
'\' eepred with him, where an anſwer from him comes to be knowne 3nd reccived ; 
| f which none COmMes to know, Or receive 6 bat thoſe thac are led intc4 what 
{1} they do by the motions of his own ſpirit. For his worſhip and ſervice ; chat ftands 
| 5n the ſpirit, and in the trath, And all whoſe minds are abroad from the priaci- 
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' (ple of ruth in them, they are ſtrangers to the warſhip and ſervice of Gd ; who 
a | re waiting for him and his appearance in outward obſcreations, you are miſtaken, 
' J' and the God of the world hath blinded your mindes: for his kingdome comes 
* otby obſervation, nor ſtands not in words, but in power, and in peace, and joy 
+ Bf in the holy Ghoſt, and the appearance of it is tobe found in you, asa graine of 
i | | hat have been ſceking loe here, and loe there, you muſt curne back, and fecle the 

Y | JilÞ zppearance of it in your ſelves 3 and not be as fooles, whoſe eycs is abroad. For 
| $T 7ou have been deceived by thoſe that hath cryed Joe here, and loc there; they have 
I; trawn you forth from the principle of God in you (which ſhould have lcd you into 
ff he knowledge of God) and fo you have come ſhort of what you have deſired after 

| ind ſought for ; and you have ſpent your mony for that which is not bread, and 


multacd-ſced ;- and the increaſe of it you arc to wait to fecle there, And all you 
yOur 
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your Jabour for that waick bach not given youtrae ſatisfattion, Now the Lord have | 
ing remembvricd the travell of all fuch,; and having regarded the cry of cheopprefled, 18 
it bath cauſed bowe's of compallion;thet ſo-afccr the time of your long d arknet,he Ih" 
js riſen to gather you, With thoughts of Love rowards you;if you be ner Rtifnecked, JI); 
& r<b211ious; b it be wilting and obedient untoghe will gather you rkereſting place | | 
to ly down with thoſe whom he hath cauſed to underftard his cource'),ard made \} 
known the way of life unto them 3. and hath eſtabliſhed their feets upon the fare þ 
foundation, and rock of 2ges : this the L5:d hath done for many thouſands, after j 
their long travel!, and nuich ſeeking hath brought to the knowledge of the truth it! | 
ſelfe; whereby they ate throughly farizfied, and lyes down in his arm, by which he; | 
hath gathered them into his fold of reft, This the Lord hath brought to paſſe 3 to {| 
the praiſc, and honour of his own name ;; in the Iſland of England; where many is; | 
brought co walk in the light of the Lord their God; and lyes down togetherin the! I 
refting place, where their waters i8 ſure. And now the Lord is fu'filling his promiſes! We !!|| 
made of old; and is ri en co gather his ele from the four corner; off the earth, into, ll 
his cverlaſting fold, where there is one ſhephard, and one fold wiencfled according toi; I 
his promiſc 3 who hath promiſed that he will ſeeky fave that which was loſt ; and}, 
bring back that which wa: dciven away. And this js a viſitation unto you the ſcary! 
tered in America, who hath any iruz, and living breathings after God; who hath! 1 
protefſed him in words, bur hath not found thath which your ſoules longed after :||! |} 
by one whom aim a witnefſ: whar the Lord hach done for his people; and having]. | 
obtained deliverance, and favour wim (amongſt the reſt.) who is conſtrained by i} 
the love, and power of God to vilic you 3. that you may alſo be gathered, an ji 
made pertak=rs of the ſame love, and power, which now the Lord is manifeſting|\ jþ 
' tothe glory of his everlaſting name; and to the peace; and comfort of all tha!!! J 
have vaited for him, and {ought him infincecity, and uprightinefſe of heart : nov! * 
hah he cauſed his glorious lizbr to ſhine forth, to guide their fect in the way ot | 
paces and ſalvation 3 in whici fooles (hall not erre, nOr £0ec aſtray * and all cha" kf 
walked? it it, ſhall find paſture ; and tecding, and (hall grow to his praife, that had 
called them ; and ſhewn them thie way of lite, who hach vifiied them wich the da' :# 
ſprung trom on nigh, wiich hzth given the knowledge of ſalvation; and har 
brought deijverance with icy even unto thoſe that fats in dackneſſ', and under th. if 
{hiddow of deathiy benuld light }: forungup, which hath cauſed many to rejoye: | 
Arife, ariiz, you that are yt in dirknelc, and come forth, that Clvilt may giv, 
you life ; that you may com? to witnelie Gcliverznce tO your foules, which $3 pro | 
cousin the «ycs of the Lor3z why doth not delire your death, bu rather that ye 
ſhould repent anilive, thathe may hevemercy on you; that you might be gathers 
i: this day of his love Icalt it betaid unto you, how often would theLord have g; 
taecred you,but you would nor, Ot! be not ſtiti-necked, nejitheshard:n your hearts: 
eainft hin:;lcaft theday of your viſicacion pats over your keads,& it be hid from yo! | if 
A 3 eyes, bl | Mil 
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[. 6 ] 
bit while tht:Lord calls, and waites to be gracious unto you that you may return 
with ſpeed; that he may ſhew mercy unto you ; who hath ſaid that in the day 
thar the wicked man tiirnes from his wickedneffe, and doth that which is juſt, he 
will remember his fin no more. Bnt xnow affuredly that if you neglect the day of 
your viſitation, and continue, and go on in fin, and wickednefle ; that the day of 
the Lord will overtake you; and that his fury, and indignation, you muſt percake 
of, which muſt de poured out without mixture: and will fall bcavy ypon the head 
lof the wicked, and ungediy, thar turnes hi: pure grace Into Wantonrefſe;z which 
[hath appeared unto them, and would teach them eo deny all ungodlincfſc ; (it they 
[were obcdient unto iz.) and co live godly, and ſob:riy in this preſent woride Bur 
Mit you go on in wickedneflc atter you are warned, and do deſpite unto the ſpirit of 
Wecacc ; rthcn your candle ſhall be put out? and know then that utter darknefſe (hall 
WT be your portion 3 where ther: {hall be weeping and gnaſhing of tecth, tor ever, 
Wand ever, 

Andunto all you whoſe hearts is tender towards God; and defires to know the 
FEgtruch as it is in Jcfus, 2nd is afraid ot being deceived, and led in the way of crrour 

F|Ea ſewlines I am movcd to write unto you, that you may bc more fully informed 

| BJ concerning us, whom the Lord hath made witneſſes of his truth; ſeeing many ialſe 

| reports, and many [landers js caſt upon us by thoſe that know not God, nor his 

|] worſhip, which is in ſpicit, and in truth 3 and this worthip we own; and ſecups 

|}. (pod witnctle jr amongR us: and therefore is ic that weare fo much hated, and rc- 

EF}; 0 roached by all forts of people that are in the falſe worſhip, and ways, becauſe we 

| L |eftific againſt chemal', who are in che Sets, and opinions, that are ſetting up heir 

HL wn inventions;and to is worthiping the werk of their own handszapeinit all ſach 

| þ{Þ{'ve bear our teſtimony, who knows not a principle of God to guide them in their 

4\gorſhip : bur is worſhipping by tradition : for this we ſay, that it is neither cir» 

1j amciftion,nor uncircumcifion that avails any thing with Gcd,but a new creatarc, 

it io this in ſhorc'z weare againſt all thoſe thar profeſſe that, which they live not 

if pe lifeot; ſach we account as hypocrites, and ail ſuch teachers rhat profeſſe the 

Eciptures, and Saints words; and yet be our of their life ; all ſuch we doe deny, 

Ji Rd turn from them, as having che form of godlinefic 3 bat not che power of it,who 

+ Wii knicsthe light, which Chrilt hath enlightened evrry one withall; wich which chey 

2u'd be led into the life of what they profeſſe , arid this we ſay, that none comes 

ito the lite which the Saints was in who gave forth the ſcriptures, but thoſe that 

 >meto be gided by the fame fpirir, at they were 3 nor incothe power which the 

il} 4ints Tived in, but thoſe that rec:ives the light of Chriſt, which ſhi: es into their. 
BY wn conſciences. And I fay again, that thoſe profeſſed Teachers, who doth de- 

"WJ! 7 the light of Chritt to be maniteſted within people, to gnide, and teach them 

ch we zccount; 28 blind guides : for we knowing, and being aſſured that there is 

thing that can guide any inthe way of God, bm the light, which comes 

| -m him, and all they that doth deny the appearance of it to be within 3 we ſay 

| they 
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they are ignorant of the anointing which was in the Sainte, and did tezch them; | | 
and as they continued in it, they needed not any man to teach them, and all who | 
dcny the teachings of the anointing within, we account as Antichrifte, and deceiy- 11 
ers; and fay they were never fent of Go : for thoſe that were ſent by him, they j'? '/ 
were {ent to turn peoplic from da knefſe £2 light,from Sitan* power, unto God. And f q 
again we fay, that none brings any unto God, nor protis people, but thoſe that $1) 
turncs then to the Hightsz for how is any like toceumetaro the knowledge of God, Þ* | 
while they remain in darknefic ; and them Teachers. i hich doth not bring people WEBL 
to the anointing within, to be caught By it; weacco::nt of thai ſort which keepes '! 
people ever learning, but never able co come to the knowleidg of the ruth, For ||; ' | 
it was the fÞirit of truth, by which the Saints was led into all tcuth 5 and the ſpirit? || 
did reveale thething® of God unto them ;and it was within them : and what may 1) lift 
be known of God, is manifeſt within. So not any one knows any thing of Goa, | *;'| | 
but as his ſpirit revealesuntothem. For no man knows the Father bar the Son, and'', 
h* to whom the Son reveales him, and who ever comes to know the Father,and the!. . i 
Son to dwell in them, they muſt come to the. light, and waitin it, to feel the Fa her!" 
and the Son revealed : and here yo1 will know the doQrine of Chtiſt; and all. 
that abides in it, they have both the Father, and the Son : andif any bring any ol 
ther do&rine then-t1is, you are nor to receive chem into your houſes, neither bid; ? 
them God ſpeed, lealt zou be partakers uf their fins. And all thax read<« this, may! 0 
ſce that that accuſation is falfly caſt upon us, to ſay thac we deny the Miniſters of) ,; ] 
Chriſt 3 for ic is none but thoſe that profeiſe rhemſclves to be his miniſters; and i 
doth not abide in his dorine, it is thoſe that we deny 3 and declare againſt tho | j\ 
that we find walking in the ſteps of the falſe Prophcts, which we read of in the |. Ii 
ſcriptures. So this is for the fimples ſake, that they may cleerly underſtand that) : 
we do not deny the true Miniſtry, nor Miniſters, but own them 3; and witnefſe thi! 
rrue miniftry among v5. And praifes be unto the Lord, many have the word of re. 
conciliation committed unto they, ard ace faithfull minMftcrs of it; not of the-'![} 
letter, bur of the ſpirir, which gives life ; by which many comes to be conver:ec 
unco God, and turned fron darkneflc unto light, Sn it is none but thoſe that can 
not witneſſe this miniftry that we ſpeake againft; who runs for (heir own ends 
but is not ſent of God, and fo dth nor profir people; thoſe indeed wwe do d:cla: 
azainſt; a8all thoſe ever did that was fent by God; and did receive their minifte' © 
from him freely 3 and fo was to miniſter freely unto thoſe whom the Lord fen | 
them 3 and fo the Lord he cared for them. And thoſe that make a prey upon th 3 
people; 2nd through covetoutnefſe make Merchandize of foules, thofs we do de 
ny 3 ſuch as watches noi for the good of foule:, bt for the fleece; {ich we exhor 
people to turn away from, leaft they be dc ftroyed by chem 5 fnch who feedes ne ER 
the fieck, but feeds themicives g thofe teachers we declare again, in what Coun | WW, | 
trey, or place ſocver we find them and ſeeks toredcem people out of their months | WE 
that ſo they may no longer make a prey upon then ; that they may be broughe & # 
11GY n 4 


= 
t 


h 
' , 
[!F 

? 
T 
: 
i -4 

EF? 

. 


G 
*, 


'q 
IT] 
(] 
q 


' 


5 


a6 > vc. 90" yy - p 
———D_—_ GAGA a re Garret EW 


[8] 
know their trac ſnephard, and true Teacher; who is now come to teach his people 
by his owa ſpirit, and 1s fu'lfilling his promiſe made with Iſrael; all the children 
of the Lord thall beraught of te Lo-a:and great thall be their peace: and now he 
38 gathering the retidueck his own ſeed into tis covenant of ligh' 5 where they 
ſhall not need co teach every man his ncig' b 4;7, and brother, ſaying know the 
Lord, bur al thall know him, from the leafi to thepreareft:; and he i* pouring forth 
of his {pictt upon all fleſhs a14 many, doth Sons and Deughters, is bro:ght to 
Prophetic, according unto his promiſe 3 and is he hath fullfi'kd, @:.4 brought io 
aſe, among his gathered flocs, othe great atonifhment : of aj} the heather rom d 
about; who knows not God, nor his power, by which hes tubes Kini:domes ; 
and over-turnes them, untill the Goveroment of them cone into bis hand, whole 
Ws right they are: who reignes in righteoutnefie, in juſtice, and in equity 5 naomuſt 
BY rule all Nations wich his Iron rod, and will dzſh them to peices, ( like a Potters 
"BY vefſcll) char oppolcth him in tis work, which now he is bringing to paſſe ; by his 
if 4 coun Arm 53 EVEN his work, his trangpe work, his aft 5 his ſtrange 2&, So this the 
i þ jLord bath put in my heart, ro warne ali, boit high, ard low, both rich, arid poor, 
B81; bond, and tree, chat you tak: herd how you lift your hand agzinft the Lord, and 
| 'his people; whom he hath made wi:nifſ:s of his out-goings, which hath been as 
Jin times of ol ; leaft it come vp:2 you, as ſpoken of by his Propher, behold yee 
30.0 deſpiſers, ard wonderers, and puith ; for the abomination, which hath cauſed dc- 
|':{*ſoletion is ſeen; and he char ſtands in the holy place reads, and underſtands. Sol 
F{Mi.ifay, again this isa warning untu all forts of people; in thife forreigne Countreyes 
Fi} jchac they be noc haſty to ſpeake evill of things rhat they know not3 nor to Judge 
FI Ffifraſhly of things they dot not undeiftand ; bit thar they mav with patience wait to 
['Vifee what the Lord will bring to paſſe; leaſt they be found fipkiing againſt him z 
| nd ſo be conſumed by the breath of his nofirills : for ſure]; hi: ſtroke will be 
| Jorievous, and fall heavy upon all th:: i! bftands bim: for conſider was there ever 
It zany that ftrove againft the Lord, as: | ropered ? Nay 3 though the heatnen rage 3 
nd the wicked imagine vaine things :£inft the Lord, and his people; they ſhall 
econfounded ; and his Son he will exalt upon his holy hill; co be both Lord 
nd King, and Law.giver: unto whom Kings, and Princes {hall bz made ſubje&? 
'1 fand ſhall lay downe their Crownes at his feere: and this the Lord will bring £0» 
| 'pafſe ; contrary to all the wills of men; that ſohe may be exalted, and get him- 
Yi Yelſe a name for his own worke ſakes 3 whoſe out-govings was ever ſtrange unto ihe 
| World: and this Ifay for your ſake; whoſe hearts is after God, that you may 
Ii mor be filled with reports from the mouthes of wicked and ungodly men, con- 
If erning us, the people of the moſt high 3 but that you may be ifinglc in pour 
'f {nindes from judging of us, untill you fee furcher of vs. And mind the rteitimony 
If bf Gods witnefſe in you, that you may be preferved, from p:tling Þ :dgemene 
haſtily upon us, onely from the reports of ſach as know not the Lord. For a 
| ji | people 
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people that is hated of the World we are; and the Lord hath redecmed as ent of 
the pollutions of it ; whereby we give our teſtimony againſt it that the deeds of 
It is cylll 5 wherefore we are hated of the Wor'd,as thetic ever wat, whem the Lord 
called out of it; and choſe to beare his teſtimony againſt ir, ard unto his truth; 
whereby they become a by-word, ard a rcproach unto the World, 38 we are now, 
whom he hath redeemed unto himfſelte out of the vain glory, and cultomes of it; 
whereby we have the teſtimony of his ipirir, that we are of him, and thac the whole 
World lies in wickednefle ; and becaulc we obey his commands, and they are nor 


_ greivous, but joyous to us: And becaulc ihe Jove of God dwels amongſt ue, and 


18 perfeftcd in us, and one towards another, whereby we know tha: we are p«fTed 
from death to life, where Saran hath n+ p wer, bur is caft out 3 which hath cauſed 
great wrath upon them that dwels in te Earth, that fo many times chey have 
ſought to devour us; and hath had porver to cait ſome of us into Prifen, znd ro 
inflit puniſhment upon 6.7 outward bu dics for a time, in whici: time the Lord 
was With us our ſtay, and refuge; when all che powers of di. kn. fle roſe up againſt 
us, and would have devoured us in a moment, had not the Lord appearcd tor as, 
for the deliverance of his own ſ{red, for whoſe ſake he is now riſen, with fall pur- 
poſe to gather, and co make it the praiſe of the whole Earth, ard toexalr ir in [ſpite 
of all his enemies, and to crown his people with victory, and dominion « v:r the 
hcads of all the ungodly, whom he hath uptelden by his arme, and hath led them 
through great tribulation, whereby they came to be acquainted wich the Lords 
dealings with them, and ſaw his arme and power, through all preferving of them, 
where they had their garments waſh:d, and made white, ard is redeemed by the 
blood of the Lambs and hath reccived che mark of the living God in their fore- 
heads, and have found their names wrictn in the Lambes book of life, from the 


foundation of che World, and fo cannot worſhip the Beaſt, nor his Image ; buy | 


makes warre againſt him, with the teſtimony of the Lamb, by which we overcome 


and have viRory, and rejoyces over the Beaſt, and falſe P:ophet ( praiſes be unto 


the Lord for ever more) and worſhips him that madc heaven and carth, who was 
dead, and is alive, and lives for eyer more ; who hath brought ſalvation, and re. 
demx gion, who hath wreught all our wcrkes for uUsz and in tf, who hath ſaved 
in the time of necd : who by his own arme hath brought deliverancc,and bath de- 


livered out of c:ptivity, and bondage, and hath made us free, in the kingdome of +: 


his own Son 3 who cannot bit ex:oll his loving kindacfle, and infinite mercies 
toward; us, whoſe time hath been a time of love, even when none eife pittyed,then 
he by his own power wrought our deliverance, and faved us; whereby we are be- 


come the firſt fruites unto the Lord God, and to the Lamb, and rejoyces before the 
Throne of his glory, where we come to be filled with his praiſes, who hath pur 
chaſed us by his own blood, and hath redecmcd us out of kinred, rongues, and | 


Nations, nocto live unto our ſclver, bus unto him that dyed for 017 fins, and is 
riſen again for our juſtification, that we ſhwuld not fathion our 1<!ves a: cording to 
| B 
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[ 10 }] 
the former lufts, in our ignorance, nor according, to the courſe of the World, 
neicher chat we ſhould-be conformavieunto it; but chat we ſhould live to his praiſe 
and be conformablc to his I;nage, who 1s cur Captain, and forerunner, who for 
the joy ſer before him endured the Croſſe, and detpiled the ſhame, and ſo he being 
our example, and Malter, who fuff:red the contradiftion of (inners, therefore, we 
as followers, and ſervants chinkes ic no ſtrange thing to be hated, and reviled of 
the World, we knowing that our Lord and Maſter pall.d the ſam: way : and thar 
the ſervant is nor greater then his Lord : and that they who will live godly in 
Chriſt Jeſus muſt fluffer perſecution : So we rather chuſe to ſuffer with our Lord 
and Maſter, then to enjoy the pleaſurcs of fin 5 which is bur for a ſeaſon we ras 
zher chuſe to fill up the meaſure of his ſufferings which is yes behind: for we 
knowing that all who ever reignes with him, mult firſt ſuffer with him, for he was 
made pcrfc& through ſufferings; and we knowing, and having ſuch a cloud of 
witneffes, recorded in the Scriptures of cruth, that perſecution, and ſuffering, was 
the portion, which the people of God reccived from the World'z Therefore we 
even ſo walk, as we have them for an example: we belciving that they chrough 
paticnce obtained the promiſe ; and is laid down in peace, and reſt ; thar ſo, none 
need wonder why we are ſo hared, and perſecutcd jn every place, by thoſe thas 
knowes not God ; and by them alſo that profefT.th in words they know him; but 
in works deny him; by all ſuch we are hated, and fa'f], flindered, but unto us 
reproches is great riches : we knowing that they have no evill jaft]y ro accuſe us 
&f, or lay to our charge, as wc have a true teſtimony in all conſcicnces, that doth 
witnefle for us, that our lives and converſacions is noneft; and harmlefſe towards 
all mcn, both in word and attion ; .and that we walk vuid of offence towards all; 
Qaely this the {ced of enmity is offended when we cannot byw ro it, nor honor 
it : knowing chat all hononr is to be given unto Gadz and' thar jr is due tc hinr, 
and that he will not give it coanother; and-that all knees is to bow at the nante 
of Jelur, b:th things in heaven, and things in earth. So no more we can bow to 
the ſeed of the Serpent, knowing that it is that ſ:cd, which ſeck+'s the honogr 
vahich is below: and not the hi.nour which is from above ; So we honcur aft 
men in the Lord; and gives honour unto whom hongur is due; bat bow to 
Heman's wicked nature we canoot, though we ſuffer for it, 'as Haman would hayc 
cauſed Mordecai to have done. Or it may be they are offended at us, becauſe we 
propheſie againft all fin, and wickedncfle, and exhorts people to come out of it; 
and to minde the light of Chriſt in them, which checks and reproves for fin,that ſo 
they might be brought co repentance ; to witneſfe the ſalvation of their ſouls; 
' now indeed, we the feed of the Serpent heares this, it begins to race in ther, in 
whom tt beares rule, for great is the enmity of the old Scrpent, the Dragon,againſt 
| | the Man-child, wherever he ſpeaker, knowing that it ig he that muſt bruiſehis head, 
% } and daſh-his kingdom to peices with his rod of Iron, who muft rule all Nations; 
4 and-unto whom all Xnees-muſt bow, and we knowing this, that all-power-is given 
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unto him the Lamb of God, which was ſlain from the foundatian of the World I 
we are ſubjc& unto him, and his power, for conſcience ſake ; knowing that it i ? b! 

the higher power, unto which all is to be ſabjcR. [4 
And here the honeſt hearced Reader may ſce what hath been, and is the cauſ,.! | 
why we have ſuffered, and do ſuffer by the hands of unreaſonable men, ſeeing ther! 11 | 
js comity put between the two Secd-, and that ne that is born after the fl.ſh per}#| ſl 
ſecates him that is born after the ſpirit, and that there is no agreement beeweeſ\. | 
the _— of God. and the temple of Idols, nor no communion betwixe light, and! | i 


darkneſfe, and that the bond-Woman, and her Son, ſeckes to deſtroy the fre;\ | 
Woman, and her Son. So if thy eye be bu: fingle, and thou read withoit prejudic!!' | 


in thy minde, and let not the evill overcorm-: thee ;.thou maiſt eafily fee what ſee) | Mil 


we are of, It we were of the World, th* World would heare us, but rhe Worl:!! Il 


1 [ 


heares its own ; and he hath choſen us out of the World,therefore the Vy orld hate! 
us, becauſe it hated him, who hath called, and choſen us; before ithated us: ar.(. 
the Servant is not greater then his Lord, f 


By one who deſires thegood of all foules R P. 
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